[Clinical and epidemiologic characteristics of selected long-term survivors undergoing dialysis].
At the end of December, 1993, 389 patients treated by means of dialysis for more than 15 years were registered in the Piedmont Dialysis and Transplantation Register; among them, 183 were alive. Characteristics of these patients as age at the beginning of dialytic treatment, casual nephropathies, causes of death, high risk conditions, dialytic schedules, vascular access, hospitalization requirements, rehabilitation, dialysis efficacy, gross mortality, were compared with those of patients treated for a shorter time, concluding that a very long dialytic survival can be achieved with a good clinical and social rehabilitation.